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JAMES |OYCE:
AUTHOR BACKGROUND
(1882-1941)

BORN IN PUBLIN, IRELAND, 1882 DPURING TIME OF BRITISH
OPPRESSION, ECONOMIC PEPRESSION, AND FAMINE

CAME FROM DECLINING MIDDLE-CLASS FAMILY OF MORE
THAN A DOZEN CHILDREN, EVENTUALLY REDUCED TO
POVERTY BY FATHER'S DRINKING AND GAMBLING

RECEIVED A CLASSICAL EPUCATION STRONGLY ROOTEP
IN CATHOULICISM UP UNTIL coLLEGE

WHEN HE ENTERED UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, HE
RE)ECTED HIS RELIGION AND NATIONAL HERITAGE
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AUTHOR BACKGROUND CONT'D

CAST HIMSELF AS AN ALIENATED WRITER RATHER THAN
A TYPICAL CITIZEN OF PUBLIN (WHO HE THOUGHT LIVED
A LIFE OF MEDIOCRITY AND SELF-DECEPTION)

JOYCE LEFT PUBLIN FOR PARIS TO STUDY MEDICINE;
DIDN'T RETURN UNTIL 1902 WHEN MOTHER BYING OF
CANCER; MET NOR A BARNACLE AND LEFT WITH HER (N
1905 AND LIVED REST OF THEIR LIVES IN EUROPE
(EVENTUALLY MARRYING AND TWO CHILDREN) UNTIL

_JOYCE DIED OF PERFORATED ULCER IN 1941
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT CONT'D

JOYCE'S DUBLIN COMPOSED MOSTLY OF LOWER TO
MIDDLE-CLASS CITIZENS OPPRESSED BY FINANCIAL
PROBLEMS, FOREIGN (BRITISH) POLITICAL DOMINANCE,
RIVAL IRISH NATIONALIST GROUPS, AND THE IRISH
CATHOULIC CHURCH. THESE LEFT THE DUBRLINER WITH
FEW OPTIONS FOR PERSONAL FREEDOM, AND THUS
COMES JOYCE'S THEME OF PARALYSIS.

LATE 1200S: IRELAND (CATHOULIC POMINANT) RULED BY
BRITISH MONARCHY (PROTESTANT). BRITISH ALSO
TENDED TO VIEW THE IRISH AS UNEPUCATED,
SUPERSTITIOUS, AND POOR (WHICH MANY WERE DUE TO
AFOREMENTIONED CIRCUMSTANCES).
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT

DURING 1880S, CHARLES STEWART PARNELL, AN
ADVOCATE OF IRISH HOME RULE, GAINED POLITICAL
STRENGTH. HOWEVER, IN 1889 THE DISCLOSURE OF A
ROMANTIC SCANDAL SULLIED PARNELL'S REPUTATION,
AND HIS OPPONENTS DISCREDITED AND WEAKENED HIM

(HE DIED (N 1891).
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT: CONT'D

TURN OF THE CENTURY PUBLIN, AS PORTRAYED BY

JOYCE, IS STILL HAUNTED BY PARNELL'S GHOST AND
THE PROMISE OF IRISH INDEPENDENCE THAT DIED WITH
HIM. (CONSIDPER THE STORY “THE DEAD” FROM
PUBLINERS)

ADDITIONALLY, THE IRISH CATHOULIC CHURCH WAS A
POWERFUL FORCE IN THE LIVES OF MOST IRISH
CITIZENS, BUT JOYCE REBELLED AGAINST ITS POWER. HE
BELIEVED THE CHURCH DID TOO LITTLE TO FREE IRELAND
FROM BRITISH RULE AND POVERTY, AND DID TOO MUCH
TO IMPOSE CITIZENS’ SUBSERVIENCE.
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JOYCE'S WRITING

“HEROIC ACTION SEEMED REMOTE AND THEATRICAL
TO...JOYCE.. FOCUSED ON THE EVERYDAY LIVES OF
ORDINARY PEOPLE TRYING TO MAKE SENSE OF
THEMSELVES”

DESPITE JOYCE'S ANTIPATHY TOWARDS IRELAND (AND
CHOICE TO LEAVE IT) HIS WRITINGS ALL FOCUS ON THE
COUNTRY AND ITS PEOPLE.

TENDS TOWARD HEAVY USE OF SYMBOULISM AND
REUIGIOUS AND CLASSICAL LITERARY ALLUSIONS.
BEGQINNING WITH A PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST UTILIZED
S.O.CONSCIOUSNESS NARRATION (ESPECIALLY AFTER
PORTRAIT, IN ULYSSES)
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JOYCE: DUBLINERS

JOYCFE'S FIRST MAJOR PUBLICATION IN FICTION (1914)

CONSISTS OF 15 STORIES ABOUT CHARACTERS WHO
STRUGGLE WITH OPPRESSIVE MORALITY, ROUTINES,
RESTLESS PESIRES, AND INABILITY TO ESCAPE FROM
THEIR ENVIRONMENT. COMMON SUBJECTS OF THE
STORIES RELATED TO THESE FACTS (ALIENATION/
LONELINESS; PARALYSIS; RELIGIOUS OPPRESSION;
CHANGE AND TRANSFORMATION)

MOST OF THESE CHARACTERS ARE ON THE BRINK OF A
REALIZATION ABOUT THEMSELVES, KNOWN AS AN
EPIPHANY

EPIPHANY: A SUPDEN REALIZATION OR AWARENESS
OF THE SELF; JOYCE DEFINED IT AS A “SUDPPEN
SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATION...OF THE MIND ITSELF".
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DUBLINERS CONT'D

JOYC

JOYCE ON DUBLINERS: “[MY GOAL] WAS TO WRITE A
CHAPTER OF THE MORAL HISTORY OF MY COUNTRY”

HE FOCUSEDP ON DPUBLIN AS THE REPRESENTATIVE
CITY BECAUSE, TO HIM, IT WAS “THE CENTER OF
PARALYSIS.”
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